
AI and facial recognition

Computers can work through routine tasks 
really quickly. Much quicker than a human could 
do

One use of this is to check facial recognition 
images

Law enforcement agencies use this in many 
parts of the world to spot criminals or terrorists
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Facial recognition works by identifying 
features on a persons face and matching these 
against a database of images

If the same features occur, the software 
suggests this is the same person

It relies upon having a database of photos of 
identified people. To be useful, it needs as many 
people as possible in the database
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UK police forces regiularly use facial 
recognition, especially at large events such as 
demonstrations or sports events
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You may have had 
your face scanned 
at an airport when 
travelling. The scan 
is compared to your 
passport photo
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If the scan does not produce a match and human will check 
your passport to make sure it is yours
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How effective is facial recognition?
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How does facial recognition software get the 
identified images of people to compare to?

Social media images are often tagged to identify people



AI and facial recognition
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Do the images involved include ones you’ve uploaded or 
ones of you that other people have uploaded?


