
Image Resolution – PPI

The resolution of an image measures the 
quality of the image

The higher the resolution, the better the quality

Resolution is measured in pixels per inch (ppi) 
or dots per inch (dpi)

The higher the pixels per inch the better the 
image quality, but the larger the file size
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Image Resolution – PPI

For use on screen (e.g. on a website) we need 
images that look OK but that load quickly

72 pixels per inch is the normal resolution for 
an on screen image

Most of the images you download will be 72 ppi
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Image Resolution – PPI

For commercial printers we need better quality 
images. 72 ppi is not good enough

300 pixels per inch is the industry standard for 
commercial printing

Anything for print use MUST use 300 ppi

You can convert a 72 ppi image to 300 ppi if 
necessary
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Image Resolution – PPI

Commercial printers are large and produce a 
very high print quality

4
Image used under a Creative 
Commons license (image source)

I have a video of a 
commercial printer 
in operation on 
YouTube

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Digital_Printing_Press.JPG
https://youtu.be/i6ol6bB0hC0?si=hp6GXp1QPo8QK4KP
https://youtu.be/i6ol6bB0hC0?si=hp6GXp1QPo8QK4KP
https://youtu.be/i6ol6bB0hC0?si=hp6GXp1QPo8QK4KP

